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The COVID Pandemic continues to hobble the U.S. economy with 
disrupted supply chains, labor shortages, and accelerated demographic 
decline. More than ever, Texas and the rest of  the United States need 
market-based immigration reform to re-invigorate the economy and 
secure the nation’s demographic and fiscal health. The U.S. labor 
market needs higher-skilled workers, but also lower-skilled workers to 
fill essential jobs where labor shortages are most acute. Along with 
immigration reform, we need to re-open the U.S. economy to trade 
while improving education to equip native-born as well as immigrant 
workers to thrive in a more high-tech future.  
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Daniel Griswold is an adjunct scholar at the Cato Institute 
specializing in trade and immigration policy. Griswold is a 
former director of  the Center for Trade Policy Studies at Cato 
and former co-director of  the trade and immigration project at 
the Mercatus Center at George Mason University. From 2012 to 
2016, he served as president of  the National Association of  
Foreign-Trade Zones.  
 

Griswold is the author of  the 2009 Cato Institute book, Mad 
about Trade: Why Main Street America Should Embrace 
Globalization. He has also authored numerous studies on 
immigration and trade; testified before congressional 

committees; commented for CNBC, CSPAN, Fox News, and other TV and radio 
outlets; and written articles for The Wall Street Journal, The Los Angeles Times, and other 
publications. Griswold holds a bachelor’s degree in journalism from the University of  
Wisconsin at Madison and a master's degree in the Politics of  the World Economy from 
the London School of  Economics and Political Science. 
 
“Immigration Reform: The Prescription for America’s Future” 
The COVID Pandemic continues to hobble the U.S. economy with disrupted supply 
chains, labor shortages, and accelerated demographic decline. More than ever, Texas and 
the rest of  the United States need market-based immigration reform to re-invigorate the 
economy and secure the nation’s demographic and fiscal health. The U.S. labor market 
needs higher-skilled workers, but also lower-skilled workers 
to fill essential jobs where labor shortages are most acute. 
Along with immigration reform, we need to re-open the U.S. 
economy to trade while improving education to equip native
-born as well as immigrant workers to thrive in a more high-
tech future.  


